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Issue Paper No. 1- General Information 

 
 

What is the review of the Plan about? 
 

 

On 3rd June 2016, Donegal County Council is commencing a review of the existing 

County Donegal Development Plan 2012- 2018 (As Varied) and the process to be 

undertaken is set out in the Planning & Development Acts, 2000- 2015. The purpose 

of a County Development Plan is to set out the way in which County Donegal will be 

developed into the future and it is a material consideration in making decisions on 

planning applications.  

 

The existing Development Plan was adopted in July 2012 and has been varied on 

three separate occasions. It will remain in operation until July 2018 after which time 

the review process will be complete and the new County Donegal Development 

Plan will be in place. The existing CDP 2012- 2018 (as varied) can be viewed at the 

following link: countydonegaldevplan2012-2018asvaried  
 

Figure 1: The existing County Donegal Development Plan 2012- 2018 (as varied)  

       
 

The County Development Plan provides the overall strategy for the proper planning 

and sustainable development of County Donegal including: 

 The supply of appropriately zoned land for future growth of the population 

(Issue paper No. 2 refers); 

 The economic development of the County (Issue Paper No. 3 refers); 

 The future of our towns in relation to retailing and town centres (Issue Paper 

No. 4 refers); 

 The appropriate development of the County’s renewable energy resource 

(Issue Paper No. 5 refers); 

 The appropriate development of the County’s built, natural & cultural 

heritage (Issue Paper No. 6 refers) and; 

 The strategic development and management of the County’s infrastructure 

(Issue Paper No. 7 refers). 

 

 

http://www.donegalcoco.ie/services/planning/viewdevelopmentplans/countydonegaldevplan2012-2018asvaried/#d.en.3924
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What is the scope of the review? 
 

 

The review process will consider the entire extent of the area of Donegal County 

Council’s jurisdiction. This area is currently covered by four separate Development 

Plans (the County Donegal Development Plan, 2012-2018 [As Varied]; the 

Letterkenny & Environs Development Plan, 2009-2015 [As Varied]; the Buncrana & 

Environs Development Plan, 2014-2020; and the Bundoran & Environs Development 

Plan, 2009-2015 [As Varied]). This will result in the publication of a new document 

which will reflect and respond to changes such as revised National/ Regional 

strategy and guidelines. In other words, the review process will focus on the 

components of the existing Development Plans that require revision whilst the other 

parts of the Plans that are operating effectively will be carried over into the new Plan 

with only limited adjustment. The Plan will be the subject of two environmental 

assessments namely a Strategic Environmental Assessment and an Appropriate 

Assessment to consider the potential effects of the Plan on the environment and on 

EU protected sites known as Natura 2000 sites and their networks.  

 

 
 

What is the relationship of the plan with other Plans and Guidelines? 
 

 

The County Development Plan is part of a systematic hierarchy of land use and 

spatial plans at National and Regional levels and must be consistent with these plans 

as well as National Guidelines. To this end, a new National Planning Framework is 

currently being developed to succeed the National Spatial Strategy. It will include a 

focus on economic development and investment in housing, water services, 

transport, communications, energy, health and education infrastructure. In addition, 

a new Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy shall be prepared and adopted by the 

Northern & Western Regional Assembly and it shall be consistent with the National 

Framework. While the timescale to review the County Development Plan will 

commence prior to the making of the new National and Regional Strategies being 

in place, the process will be required to coordinate in so far as practicable with the 

Strategies.  

 

The County Development Plan must also be aligned horizontally with other relevant 

plans such as the County Donegal Local Economic and Community Plan (LECP) 

2016- 2022 which identifies a programme of activity to promote the economic and 

community development of the County to 2022.  
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What is the timescale for the review? 
 

 

The timescale and process to review the Plan is prescribed by the Planning & 

Development Act 2000 (as amended). In total the process will take 2 years and 

involves a series of public consultation stages. The current stage in the process is a 

period of public consultation that will subsequently lead to and inform the 

preparation of a draft County Development Plan. This is shown as Stage 1 in Figure 2. 

 

Figure 2: The stages in the process to prepare the County Development Plan (dates 

are indicative only) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

How can you take part in the consultation at this stage? 
 

 

To inform the preparation of the draft County Donegal Development Plan 2018- 

2024, the Council is carrying out a consultation exercise. You can make a submission 

or observation regarding the preparation of the draft Plan in either of the ways set 

out below to be received no later than 5.00pm on Tuesday 9th August 2016. Please 

note that requests or proposals for zoning of particular land for any purpose shall not 

be considered at this stage as set out in the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as 

amended). Submissions or observations can be made either: 

 By email to donegalcdp@donegalcoco.ie or,  

 By post to: The Central Planning Unit, Donegal County Council, County 

House, Lifford.  

 

There will also be a series of consultation events that will be held at a number of 

venues throughout the County and during which members of staff will be available 

to discuss and explain what the Plan is about. These will be advertised in local press 

and at www.donegalcoco.ie 

1 
•June 2016- September 2016 

• Public consultation period to inform the preparation of the draft plan  

2 

• September 2016- March 2017 

• Prepare the draft Plan 

3 
• April 2017 - July 2017 

• Public consultation period on the draft Plan 

4 
• August 2017- November 2017 

• Consideration of the outputs of the public consultation on the draft Plan 

5 
• December 2017- January 2018 

• In the event of signficnant changes arising, public consutlation on Material Alterations  

6 

• February 2018- April 2018 

• Consideration of the outputs of public consultation on the Material Alterations 

7 
• By June 2018 

• Donegal County Council make the County Donegal Development Plan 2018- 2024 

mailto:donegalcdp@donegalcoco.ie
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/

